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 Engage students in texts they want to read

 Teach with lessons created for you

  Answer text-based questions and cite text  

evidence

 Apply comprehension strategies in real texts

 Support for English Language Learners



Reading Goals
• Ask and answer 

questions about key 
details.

•  Retell key details of  
a text.

•  Distinguish between 
information provided 
by photographs and 
information provided 
by words.

Engage Students
Warm Up
When you picture something in your mind, you’re using your 
imagination. Think about something you would like to make. 
What do you see in your mind when you close your eyes? Let’s 
find out about how artists use their imaginations as we read 
Imagination at Work.

Cross-Curricular Perspective | SOCIAL STUDIES

Explain to students that Native Americans made totem poles. 
The poles were usually carved from long logs. Then they were 
painted in bright colors. Many totem poles have one or more 
animals carved on them. Beavers and eagles are often found 
on totem poles. Some totem poles tell stories. Others tell who 
owns homes or land.

Make Connections
Before reading Imagination at Work with students, talk about 
the Essential Question: How can we use our imaginations? 
Say: We will read about artists who use their imaginations 
to create different kinds of art. Have you ever used your 
imagination to help you make something? What did you make? 
How did using your imagination help you? 

TITLE Imagination at Work

AUTHOR Jennifer Torres

GRADE 1

GENRE Informational Text

LEXILE 420

OVERVIEW Artists use their imaginations to create 
different kinds of art. They create 
paintings, carvings, and weavings and 
perform dances and play music.
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Writing Goals
• State an opinion. 
•  Supply reasons for an 

opinion.
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Vocabulary

carve (p. 3)
unusual (p. 7)
perform (p. 12)
sway (p. 13)
instruments (p. 14)

Focus on Genre
Direct students’ attention to Imagination at Work. Say: This book is an example of 
informational text. The words and photographs give information about how artists 
use their imaginations to make art. Look at pages 4 and 5. What do the words tell 
you about painting? How do the photographs help you better understand the text on 
these pages?

TURN AND TALK  Pair students and have them talk about the carvings on pages 
6 and 7 and 8 and 9. You may want to use the following questions if students need 
help getting started:

• How do the artists use their imaginations to make carvings?

• How are the carvings alike?

• How are they different?

Read the Book
Use the following questions to guide your discussion of 
Imagination at Work. Encourage students to share their  
ideas and cite evidence by using the text and photographs 
from the book.

Discuss the Book Respond with Text Evidence

STRATEGY GROUP  ELL Targeted Support

Emerging Help students understand that the word painting on page 4 can be both a noun 
and a verb. Point out a painting in the classroom or in the text, say the word, and have 
students repeat it. Then pantomime painting as you say, “I am painting.” Have students act 
out the word as they repeat the sentence. Repeat the process with the words carving and 
weaving.

(pages 4–5) What do you learn from  
the photograph and the paintings on  
pages 4 and 5?

Read the text on pages 4 and 5 and look 
at the photograph and the paintings. How 
does the text help you better understand 
the photograph and the paintings?

(pages 6–7) How does the photograph  
on page 6 help you understand what a  
chisel is?

Look at the photograph of the totem pole on 
page 7. How would you describe it?

What do you learn about how wood carvers 
use chisels from the photograph on page 6? 

What parts of an animal’s body do you see 
on the totem pole on page 7?
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Discuss the Book Respond with Text Evidence

(pages 8–9) Why does the author put the 
words Carving Alebrijes in larger type on 
page 8?

Why does the author choose to show the 
carving of the lizard and cat?

What does the photograph on page 8 help 
you understand about alebrijes? 

How do the photographs on page 9 help 
you understand why the author says that 
lizard and cat look like a dream?

(pages 10–11) What does the text on  
page 11 tell you about the colors that 
weavers use?

How do the photographs on page 11 help 
you to understand what kente cloths are?

STRATEGIC SUPPORT  Vocabulary

Context Clues Point out the word yarn on page 10. Say the word aloud and have students 
repeat it. Remind students that if they don’t know the meaning of this word, they can figure it 
out by using the photographs and the meaning of the words around it.

(pages 12–13) How do the photographs on 
pages 12 and 13 help you understand what 
hula dancers look like?

What does the author say dancers sway 
like? What do they roll like?

(pages 14–15) How do the photographs on 
pages 14 and 15 help you understand what 
violins, drums, and guitars are?

What are the musicians doing? How do  
you know?

STRATEGIC SUPPORT  Phonics

Sounds for c Point out the words colors and peace on page 11. Say the words and have 
students repeat them. Point out the letter c in both words. Remind students that the letter c 
can stand for two different sounds. Then emphasize the different c sounds as you repeat the 
words.
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Collaborative Conversations
During discussion, encourage students to ask each other questions when they need 
clarification or when they need to build on each other’s ideas. Provide these prompts 
to foster collaborative conversations among students.

Think About the Book
Provide students with a web-ready graphic organizer, such as the one below, to 
help them organize their ideas for Imagination at Work. Organizers should contain 
information that students learned about the different kinds of artists and art in the 
book. Possible responses are given.

Conversation Strategies Prompt Response

Clarify Information I do not understand. What 
do you mean when you  
say _________?

I mean _________ .

Building on the Ideas of 
Others

I already know that 
_________. Can you tell me 
more about _________ ?

I can also tell you 
_________ .

Four-Column Chart

Painting Carving Weaving Dancing

Painters use brushes 
and paint pictures.

They paint on walls 
or paper.

Wood carvers use 
hammers and chisels 
to make shapes in 
wood.

They make totem 
poles and animal 
shapes called 
alebrijes.

Weavers use yarn to 
make cloth on looms.

Weavers in Africa 
make kente cloth.

Dancers use their 
bodies to tell stories.

Hula dancers in 
Hawaii tell stories 
about trees and 
waves.
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Write About the Book
Write the following prompt on the board. Explain to students that they will write a 
one-paragraph opinion piece about the book they just read. The paragraph should 
present the student’s opinion and the reasons for their opinion. Encourage students 
to use their graphic organizers as a resource.

Make sure students have read the informational text Imagination at Work.  
Tell them to

• plan their responses;

• write their responses; and

• revise and edit their responses if they need to.

Prompt:

Write a paragraph that tells which part of the book you found the most 
interesting. Give reasons that you think this is the most interesting part. Use 
evidence from the book to support your opinion.
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